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(54) Title: A BACTERIAL TWO-HYBRID SYSTEM FOR PROTEIN INTERACTION SCREENING 
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tH (57) Abstract: Two bacterial strains deficient in endogenous adenylate cyclase activity are provided. The strains, designated 
^ BTH101 and DHM1, are useful in a signal amplification system comprising a bacterial multi-hybrid system, and more preferably a 
^ two-hybrid system, of at least two chimeric polypeptides containing a first chimeric polypeptide corresponding to a first fragment 

of an enzyme and a second chimeric polypeptide corresponding to a second fragment of ari enzyme or a modulating substance 
^ capable of activating said enzyme as described in published PCT application WO 99/28746. The signal amplification system is 

useful in a method of selecting a molecule of interest, which is capable of binding to target ligand, wherein the interaction between 
Q the molecule of interest and the target ligand is detected with the signal amplification system, and the kit therefor, as described 

in WO 99/28746. The strains are also useful in the method of screening for a substance capable of stimulating or inhibiting the 
^ interaction between a target ligand and a molecule of interest, and the kit therefor, as described in WO 99/28746. 
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define the compound by reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this 
lack of clarity in the present case is such as to render a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible. Consequently, the 
search has been carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to 
be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the 
screening methods per se (claims 13-25 and 29-43). 
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claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no International 
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is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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